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Mission Statement 

IMA is a non-profit fund raising organization whose membership consists of parents and 
guardians of students participating in the EAHS instrumental program.  The main objective of 
IMA is to provide organizational and financial support to the EAHS Instrumental 
Department and its director by funding projects not funded by the Easton Area School District.  
IMA is proud of its many years of service to the EAHS Instrumental Department and our 
students. 

We usually meet on the second Tuesday of every month at 7:00 pm in the high 
school cafeteria. Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, May 12. 

Announcements 
 
Saving Redner’s Receipts (ongoing fundraiser)  
 
Please save your Redner‘s receipts and bring them to the IMA meetings or send to 
the band office. We get 2% of the total receipts. This is an easy way to get profits 
just from shopping. You must use your Redner‘s card for this fund raiser.                   
Thank you, Judy Graaf, chair      

SPRING FUNDRAISER                                                                                                            
 
Our spring fundraiser will include Zappa Snack pizzas, Auntie Anne's pretzels, and a 
new product braided strudel (which comes in MANY great fruit fillings). Your 
participation is greatly appreciated so that the IMA can continue to provide 
support for the instrumental music program.  Information will be sent home after the 
spring break.   
 
Evelyn Craig, fundraising chair 
 
Spring Craft Show:  
  
Our spring craft show was held on Saturday March 28.  I want to thank EVERYONE 
that was involved with this event – there were so many people that came throughout 
the day to assist and it would be difficult to thank everyone!    It was very successful 

and we received many compliments ~ especially pertaining to our student 
volunteers.    A special thank you to co-chairs: 
 
Food Court:  Dave Korp & his ‘staff’.   Dave Korp has proudly passed the torch of 
the food court to Dave Plennert. 
Bake Sale:  Brenda VanHorn & her bakers. 
Basket Sale:  Jenny Volchko and all those who helped her stuff and wrap! 
Set-up crew & early birds:  The Craigs, The Dragos, The Homas, Janice Piccotti, 
Becky Rosenbauer, Pauline Stepansky, Tara Stephenson. 
 
As you can see, the craft show cannot be successful without the help of many 
people.  Please consider volunteering a few hours of your time to the IMA….for 
this event or any other event.  If you are interested in chairing future craft shows, 
please contact Ann Marie Ballentine 
             
First Flag Over the United Colonies -- a talent showcase in which local high school 
bands invade Cottingham Stadium every fall -- is still six months away. 

But the planning must start early and it has already begun. Co-chairs Renee Drago 
and Janice Piccotti are working out the details for a planning meeting to discuss the 
First Flag ad sales campaign, committee assignments and more. 

We are hoping to meet sometime in mid-June in the high school cafeteria. Check the 
June newsletter for details. Or just ask Renee or Janice. 

We look forward to working with everyone. 

Director’s Letter  

Welcome to spring and a time for final concerts for our seniors and new beginnings 
for our upcoming 9th grade students and their families.  We need to congratulate 
Gabe Harris and Harold Gilliland for their successful audition into the PMEA 
Region/State Orchestra that was held at Hazleton High School.  In addition Harry 
and Gabe re-auditioned at Region Orchestra and both earned a seat in the PMEA 
All-State Orchestra which will be held in Valley Forge from April 22 - 25th, 2009.  
Gabe however, had already auditioned successfully for the PMEA All-State Jazz 
Ensemble so he will pass his spot onto the next candidate.  Congratulations 
gentlemen!! 
 
The jazz ensemble has been working hard and has participated in two adjudications 
to date.  One adjudication was at Muhlenberg High school in Reading and the other 
was at Penn State University.  The ensemble is doing very well and has had the 
opportunity to work with Rob Stoneback and Eric Doney during our rehearsals.  The 
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next adjudication is at Pocono Mountain High School in May where both the jazz lab 
and jazz ensemble will participate. 
 
Our Chamber Strings and jazz combo will perform at the upcoming National Honor 
Society Induction on Monday, April 20th.  In addition the Chamber Strings will be 
participating in a tutor exchange program with the students at Muhlenberg 
Elementary School in Allentown.  Our students will tutor the children with their music 
during the morning and then perform an all school concert in the afternoon.  In 
addition the elementary students are invited to our orchestral concert on May 22nd 
to perform with the ensemble.  We are all very excited about this exchange and to 
share our excitement for music and education. 
 
On April 22nd the rock group, "Rookie of the Year" will come into our department to 
talk to our students about the music industry, music education and education in 
general.  We are very lucky to have this opportunity for our children.   
 
Upcoming events in May include, the James Madison University Percussion 
Ensemble on May 13th they will perform a school concert, clinics and an evening 
performance for the public.  One of our alumni, Suzanne Berndt, is a member of the 
ensemble we are very excited to see her back.  Our band and orchestra spring 
concert, senior recital, Memorial Day Parade, Instrumental Banquet, and of course 
Graduation are still to be accomplished before year’s end.    
 
Once again I ask for your continued support of your music program.  You should be 
so proud of your child’s passion for music.  This passion has taught them discipline, 
dedication, joy, failure, success and compassion.  This passion has placed them 
above the rest; they have become humans, not computers of facts only.   Please 
continue to voice your opinion on the importance of music education in our schools. 

  
Ms. Carole A. Lutte 
Director of Instrumental Music 
Easton Area High School                                                              

President’s Corner—Ann Marie Ballentine         

Thank you to everyone who attended our March meeting.  We saw many new faces 
– possibly because the meeting was held on a Thursday evening due to the students 
return from the Disney Honors program.  We truly do try to keep the meetings 
short… while conveying important information to everyone.  If you haven’t yet 
attended a meeting, please consider one in the near future.  Being part of the IMA is 
not only important for our children, but it is a great place to meet new friends.  We 
always welcome your ideas and suggestions! 

  

With the end of the school year approaching faster than we think, the students will 
be getting ready for their spring concerts in May.  Though IMA activity may have 
slowed down a bit, we are always ‘forward-thinking’ in supporting our students’ 
musical education/activities.  The remaining months will be focused on fundraising 
for the IMA – and hope that the students partake in these events as seriously as they 
did when music money was earned for their trip.  The success of the fundraisers will 
directly impact the supplementary support we can provide to our children ~ college 
scholarships, end-of-year banquet, band camp snacks/food,  band front 
accessories, percussion seminars, leadership conference, Thanksgiving week 
events, hospitality for special events (German visit) etc.  Please encourage your son 
or daughter to support THEIR organization. 

The IMA will be hosting the COKE WAGON outside of Wal-Mart on Route 248 on 
May 23 and 24.  Please contact Ann Marie Ballentine if you are interested in helping 
serve hot dogs and soda for a 3-hour shift.  The wagon opens at 9 am and closes at 
6 pm each day.  Also encourage your child to come and help.  The kids ALWAYS 
have fun!!! 

We're thinking about hosting a '50s dance' for the ADULTS in late June!!  Angel 
Fortunato has graciously offered to coordinate this event.  We're also looking for a 
band for this event.  If you can assist in any way (organization, ticket sales, etc.), 
please contact Angel or any board member.  We would not only like this event to be 
a successful fundraiser, but also a time for the adults to unwind and have fun!   

Thank you to: 

Tara Stephenson and Dave Plennert for coordinating the Newsletter each month.  It 
is a time consuming process – but a very important one to communicate information 
to all our members. 

Becky Rosenbauer for the development of our new website (www.eahsmusic.org) 

Some special upcoming events: 

WOW Fundraiser in April and Pastie Sale in May 

 -     Chamber Strings – April 20 @ National Honor Society                                          
-       Gatorade Replay Game – April 26 @ 3:00 PM                                                         
-       Senior Auditions – April 30                                                                                    
-       Orchestra Concert – May 15                                                                                            
-       Band Concert – May 22                                                                                                   
-       Coke Wagon – May 23 and 24 
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May 2009 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 1 2 

3 4 5 6 
2:30 – 4:00  
Chamber Strings 
 
 

7 
2:30 – 4:00 Jazz Lab 
6:00 – 9:00 Jazz 
Band 
 

8 9 
Jazz Band @ Pocono 
Mtn. Festival 

10 11 12 
 
 

13 
2:30 – 4:00  
Chamber Strings 

14 Chamber Strings 
@ Muhlenberg 
Elementary 
DRESS REHEARSAL 
BAND 6:30 PM 

15 
 
SPRING BAND 
CONCERT 
7:00 PM 

16 

17 18 19 
Senior Recital 

20 
 
DRESS REHEARSAL 
ORCHESTRA 10-12 
6:30 PM 

21 
 
Orchestra Taping 
periods 1 – 3 

22 
 
ORCHESTRA 
CONCERT 
7:00 PM 

23 
COKE WAGON  
9am – 6pm 

24 
COKE WAGON 
9am – 6pm 

25 
Memorial Day 
Parade  @ 8:00 am 
MARCHING BAND 

26 27 28 
Jazz Band @ 
Heritage Village 

29 
Jazz Lab & Band @ 
Jazz in Centre Square 

30 

31  



 

April 2009 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 1 
2:30-4:00  
Chamber Strings 

2 
2:30-4:00 Jazz 
Lab 
6:00-9:00 Jazz 
Band 

3 
JAZZ: PSU 

4 
JAZZ: PSU 

5 
JAZZ: PSU 

6 
SPRING BREAK 

7 
SPRING BREAK 

8 
SPRING BREAK 

9 
SPRING BREAK 

10 
SPRING BREAK 

11 

12 13 
SPRING BREAK 

14 
SPRING BREAK 
IMA meeting 

15 
2:30-4:00 
Chamber Strings 

16 
2:30-4:00 Jazz 
Lab 
6:00-9:00 Jazz 
Band 

17 18 
Gatorade Game 
Rehearsal  
2:00-4:00 

19 20 
Chambers and 
Jazz Combo @ 
National Honor 
Society 

21 22 
2:30-4:00 
Chamber Strings 

23 
2:30-4:00 Jazz 
Lab 
6:00-9:00 Jazz 
Band 

24 25 
Gatorade Game 
Rehearsal 2:00-
4:00 

26 
Gatorade Game 
3:00 

27 28 
Jazz Lab 
Rehearsal 2:30-
4:00 
Jazz Band 6-9 

29 
Chamber Strings 
2:30-4 

30 
Senior Recital 
Auditions 

 

 



 

EASTON AREA HIGH SCHOOL INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC SPRING SCHEDULE 

March 19,20th   Regional Orchestra Hazleton 

March 25th  Individual Band and Orch. Pictures  
 Period 1,2,3 

March 25 Chamber String Rehearsal 2:30–4:00 pm 

March 26th Individual Band and Orch. Pictures 
  Period 1,2,3 

March 26th  Jazz Lab Rehearsal 2:30–4:00 pm 

March 26th  Jazz Band Rehearsal (guest clinicians)
 6:00–9:00 pm  

March 27th  Muhlenberg High School Jazz Festival 
 TBA 

March 30th  Individual Band and Orch. Pictures  
 Period 1,2,3 

April 1st  Chamber Strings 2:30 – 4:00 pm 

April 2nd   Jazz Lab Rehearsal    2:30 – 4:00 pm 

April 2nd   Jazz Band Rehearsal 6:00 – 9:00 pm 

April 3,4,5th  Penn State Jazz Festival  TBA 

April 6 – 14th  Spring Break 

April 15th  Chamber Strings   2:30 – 4:00 pm 

April 16th  Jazz Lab Rehearsal  2:30 – 4:00 pm 

April 16th  Jazz Band Rehearsal  6:00 – 9:00 pm 

April 18th  Gatorade Band Rehearsal (select students)  TBA 

April 20th  Chamber Strings/Jazz Combo – National Honor 
Society Induction 6:00 pm 

April 22nd  Depart for All-States–Valley Forge  
 after school 

 

April 25th  Gatorade Band Rehearsal – select students  
TBD 

 

April 26th  Gatorade Replay Game  3:00 pm Kickoff 

 

April 28th  Jazz Lab Rehearsal  2:30 – 4:00 pm 

April 28th  Jazz Band Rehearsal  6:00 – 9:00 pm 

 

April 29th  Chamber Strings  2:30 – 4:00 pm 

 

April 30th  Senior Recital Auditions TBA 

 

May 9th  Pocono Mountain East Jazz Festival  TBA 

 Jazz Lab and Jazz Band 

 

May 12th  Jazz Band Heritage Village     TBA 

 

May 14th  Chamber Strings at Muhlenberg Elementary 
(tentative)        TBA 

 

May 14th  Dress Rehearsal Band Concert  6:30 pm 

 

May 15th Spring Band Concert   7:00 pm 

 

May 19th Senior Recital  7:00 pm 

 

May 20th Dress Rehearsal Orchestra Concert 
(grades 10-12)  6:30 pm 

 

May 21st  Orchestra Taping Period 1 - 3 

 

May 22nd Spring Orchestra Concert  7:00 pm 

 

May 25th  Memorial Day Parade–Easton Marching   Band
 8:00 AM  

 

May 29th  Jazz in Centre Square – Easton  TBA 

 Jazz Lab and Jazz Band 

 

June 6th Instrumental Banquet  NCCenter 

 

June 23rd  Graduation; grades 9–12 Orchestra All Day 
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Please Come!!!                                                                        
Don’t forget the next IMA 

meeting on Tuesday, May 12 at 
7:00 pm in the EAHS cafeteria 


